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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achieve-
ments and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief 
Recently administration responded to a number 

of questions about the Board of Education 

budget. Following are a few of those questions 

and answers: 

 
Q. Why is Object 8000 under Instructional Sup-
port Services increasing by $14,970 or 128%? 
 A. This increase is due largely to NEASC (New Eng-
land Association of Schools and Colleges) associ-
ated costs. NEASC is the agency that determines the 
high school accreditation every ten years. There will 
be a cost associated with hosting the visiting commit-
tees and with preparing for the accreditation process 
in October.   
 
Q. Why is Object 4000 under Physical Education 
increasing from 0 to $1,980 next year?  
 A. We now need to pay for preventive maintenance 
on new fitness equipment at PHS. 
 
Q. Why is Object 6000 for Social Studies increas-

ing by $4,280 or 15%?  

A. The increase includes some new Social Studies 

textbooks for the middle school and high school.   

HOPE Program Unites Students 
For the last four years the HOPE (Helping Our 
Peers Excel) Program has given the Plainville 
High School Liaison Committee a forum to men-
tor, inform, and educate Plainville's fifth grade 
elementary school students about peer pressure, 
tolerance, bullying and substance abuse. The 
Plainville High School Liaison Committee is a 
group of students who are high achievers and 
excellent role models for our elementary stu-
dents. The fifth graders are thrilled to spend the 
time with their high school mentors and always 
end up with the "hope" that someday they too will 
be a HOPE Mentor in high school. The HOPE 
Program is coordinated by Elementary School 
Psychologist Suzanne Schweitzer and Plainville 
High School Assistant Principal Jonathan Coe.  

Wheeler Supports St. Jude’s 
Through Math-a-Thon  
93 Wheeler students recently participated in the 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Math-a-
thon to help benefit the children at the hospital. 
Students sought pledges from friends and family 
members during the month of February as part 
of Wheeler's celebration of "Math: Every 1, 
Every Day!" The students then completed math 
problems either online or in a St. Jude's Math-a-
thon workbook. The total amount raised this 
year by Wheeler students was $6,188! 

Press Briefing:  
“A Connecticut Solar First” 
Linden was the setting recently for a press brief-
ing highlighting the rooftop tracking solar system 
at the school. The rooftop tracking installation is 
the first of its kind in Connecticut. OPEL, Inc.,  
the provider of the solar panel system, in partner-
ship with the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund, 
and the Board of Education hosted the event. 
Guest speakers included Suzanne Green-
backer, Principal of Linden, Robert Pico, CEO of 
OPEL, Inc., Rick Ross, Senior Project Develop-
ment Manager, Connecticut Clean Energy Fund, 
Dr. Kathleen Binkowski, Superintendent of 
Schools, Becky Tyrrell, Chair of the Plainville 
Board of Education, Christopher Wazorko, Chair 
of the Plainville Town Council, and Richard Blu-
menthal, Connecticut Attorney General. A tour of 
the rooftop system was provided after the press 
briefing. 


